A Communique Issued at the End of a One-Day Strategy Meeting on CSOs Position on the Constitution Review Process and Emerging Issues Organized by The African Centre for Leadership, Strategy & Development (Centre LSD) at Prixair Hotel, Abuja, August 7, 2017 
 The meeting was convened by The African Center for Leadership, Strategy and Development (Centre LSD), with the support of DFID through Christian aid Nigeria. About 50 participants attended from Civil society Organisations (CSOs) and media including; Nigerian Labour Congress, and Transition Monitoring group, Osai Ojigho Director Amnesty International Nigeria
 The meeting started with the recitation of the second stanza of the old National Anthem as opening prayer and a welcome remark by the Executive Director of Center LSD Dr Otive Igbuzor, Comrade Benson Upah Nigerian Labour Congress on behalf of Comrade Aliyu, Mr. Charles Abani of Chemonics USAID project. Mr. Tope Fashola Team Lead of Christian Aid and Mr. Dayo Olaide, gave the goodwill messages.  In attendance also are Joseph Amenaghawon program Coordinator OSIWA, and representatives of Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) and the media A total of 46 participants in all   
INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 

On the 26thof July 2017, the upper chamber of the National Assembly deliberated over 33 Bills seeking to amend the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. Today the constitution review process has reached an advanced stage. Both Houses of the National Assembly have individually concluded work on the issues for review and have tabled their reports before their respective members for voting. 

The results coming out of these does not seem to reflect the wishes of the people particularly on the subject of affirmative action for women and equality, restructuring (devolution of power) the country, removal of the Land Use Act from the constitution etc. The bills seeking reviews on these were rejected and the worrisome thing about it all is the overwhelming vote against them by the legislators. The Objective of the Meeting is to mobilize CSOs and partners position for action towards effective constitutional amendments that advance the principle of separation of powers, checks and balances that guarantee freedoms, accountability, citizens participations and advance better service delivery to the citizens. In line with these constitutional amendments principles the following observations were made: 
1. That the meeting is plead with bill 6 relating to the amendment regarding the Financial autonomy for Local Government Areas. This is a critical outcome in view of the relevance of the role of the local government to effective national development.

2. That the amendment process has rejected bill on Affirmative Action for women in appointive positions (as ministers and commissioners). This development followed a trend of continued marginalization of women in governance in the country.  has dropped for the umpteenth time, the Gender and Affirmative Action bill has failed in the amendment procedure at the national assembly 
3. The legislators rejected bill 23 which covers issues of citizenship and indigeneship for women and our concern is that the rejection further mariginalises and discriminates  women and other minority groups of the opportunity to participate in governance thereby restricting their contribution to national development  

4. Separation of power and immunity for legislators; the legislators on the other hand voted for the passage of bill No. 8 relating to immunity for legislators for words spoken in chambers or in committee meetings in the course of duty they also sought to reduces the power of the president by altering the provisions of sec 58, 59 and 100 which gives the presidency the power to assent to laws and constitution amendment bills. Our concern is that this negates the principle of separation of power and checks and balances  
5. Local government autonomy (Adminstration, funding/finance etc); the amendment recognized the local government as the third tier of government issue here is the  local governments are the nearest to us and they are critical in bringing development to the grassroot level, the Local Government  are in the hands/pockets of the governors and democratic elections are no longer held 
Based on the following observations the following recommendations were made

1. There is a need to develop strategic alliance with CSOs and its partners at all levels which are the private sectors, Media, legislators 

2. The strategic alliance will develop action plans which include state and federal level which include;
a. Intensify engagement on both social media and traditional media

b. Target the conference of speakers 

c. There is need for mass mobilisations and protest at the state capitals targeting the house of assemblies and the government office 

