Communiqué Developed at the End of Civil Society Roundtable on the Implications of Paris Club Refund/Bailout Funds Payment to States by the Federal Government Of Nigeria Held on July 28th, 2017 At Barca Liga Hotel, Abuja.
Preamble

The Civil Society and Media coalition under #TrackOurMoney platform are worried over the unclear process of government behviour on the recent payment/disbursement of Paris Club Refund and Bailout Funds in the country.  The group gathered to share observations and set strategies to engage in the tracking of the entire utilization of the funds by the States.
We appreciate the effort of the Federal Government to release fund and recommended that 75% of the refunds will be used to offset backlog of unpaid salaries and pensions across the country. We equally commend the action of Federal Ministry of Finance for immediate release of these funds and swift payment transfers to the States.
The Forum;

Observed 
· That a total sum of xxx was distributed among the States

· That all the States in Nigeria received their share of Paris Club Refund which was shared using federal allocation formula.
· That Months after the bailout funds and Paris Club repayment to states by the Federal Government of Nigeria (FGN), the issues that necessitated the release of the funds have remained the same as several of the states that benefitted from the fund are still owing salaries and pension with no trace of the utilization of the funds 
· That most of the funds released were utilized for other purposes other than for payment of salaries and pension arrears as agreed with the FGN. This raises grave concern of transparency and accountability amongst the different state governments in the utilization of public funds, the Paris-Club loan refund inclusive.
· That there is no appropriation by the legislature to allow for expenditure of these funds at both federal and State levels

Acknowledged the commitments of the civil society both at Federal and State levels in engaging transparency and accountability issues at all levels which tantamount to the identification of gaps in public expenditure management in the country.
Recognized the fact that poor accountability and transparency in public expenditure management is an issue that requires urgent attention as it questions the integrity of the government in this era of fight against corruption.
Emphasized on the need for the government at all levels to comply to the provisions laid down in Nigerian fiscal policies that guarantee fiscal sustainability and strategic planning.
Highlighted the benefits of a clear accountability structure and fiscal prudency in governance especially within this period of economic recession and melt-down.
Key concerns;
· State plan for Utilization of Paris Club and Bailout Funds

· Effectiveness of Monitoring and reporting mechanism of Federal Government

· Civil Society engaging at the State level demanding account for utilization of the funds

· Timeline provided by Ministry of Finance for State utilization of disbursed fund

· Accessing key technical information required for the effective tracking of the utilization of the funds
Resolution

The Round-Table then resolved as follows:

1. CS and media will collectively engage in the tracking of the utilization of the funds under #We Track Our Money
2. CS across States should be informed and encouraged to engage in the tracking under #Track Our Money
3. CS to commence information sharing on these issues to become equipped to engaged in evidence based advocacy

Recommendation

The participants recommend as follows

1. That CS and other relevant stakeholders should be involved in the entire accountability process including monitoring and reporting
