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The Intervention

The problem of poor natural resource management 

manifests in various ways. There is no independent, 

objective and fair oversight of the sector. There are 

controversies over what appropriate fiscal regime is fair, 

equitable and will allow for growth of investment. In the 

solid minerals sector, there is lack of implementation of 

regulatory framework, inadequate supervision and failure 

of mining companies to fulfil statutory requirements. 

The Nigerian Minerals and Mining Act, 2007 is not 

implemented. There are issues with infrastructure and 

geological data. There are concerns with artisanal mining, 

environmental degradation and community challenges. 

Huge revenues are lost in the process of mining because 

our people lack the skill to know what the minerals are 

used for.

The roll out of a road map at the level of the Ministry for 

the growth and development of the Nigerian mining 

industry – on the road to shared mining prosperity, has 

unequivocally raised the hope of Nigerians that 

something good will begin to happen in the sector. But 

despite these commitment and hope, the need for citizens 

to interrogate and engage government on its actions is 

critical to forestall relapse. This necessitated the project 
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participate in decision making with respect to the mineral 
sector and that there is equity in the distribution of benefits.
10. The government should ensure the enforcement of health, 

safety and environmental standards.
11. The government should ensure that the mining policies 
have focus on development and discourages transfer pricing.
12. The government should ensure proper geological and 
mining information system with focus on using the 
information for development.

13. The mining companies should practice decent mining and 
ensure adherence to international standards, protection of 

the environment and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR).
14. The mining companies should ensure citizen participation 
and abide by the local content law.
15. The mining companies should enter into Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with mining communities and 
respect the spirit and letter of the MoUs.
16. The mining companies should ensure that policies and 

conditions are created for the health, safety, 
compensation and good working condition for mining 
workers.

17. Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) should support mining 
communities to improve their capacity to organize and 

negotiate with government and mining companies.
18. Civil Society Organizations should advocate and campaign 
for #DoMiningRight.

19. The Mining Communities should organize themselves and 
participate in decision making concerning the mining 

sector including participation in ownership of assets.
20. The mining Communities should build their capacity to 
engage government and mining companies and advocate and 

Mining Companies

Civil Society Organizations

Mining Communities

08

The realities of Solid Mineral Mining in Ekiti State (Issues, challenges and way forward) The realities of Solid Mineral Mining in Ekiti State (Issues, challenges and way forward)



“strengthening civic engagement and advocacy for 

effective natural resource governance in Nigeria 

implemented in Ebonyi, Ekiti and Taraba States. 

Ekiti State is situated in the South West zone of the 
country and it lies south of Kwara and Kogi State, East of 
Osun State and bounded by Ondo State in the East and in 
the south. It has a total land area of 5887.890sq km. The 
2006 population census by the National Population 
Commission put the population of Ekiti State at 
2,384,212 people. http://ekitistate.gov.ng/about-
ekiti/overview/. Agriculture is the main occupation of 
the people of the state as they farm crops such as cocoa, oil 
palm, kola-nut, plantain, bananas, cashew, citrus and 
timber; arable /food crops such as rice, yam, cassava, 
maize and cowpea. The state has the following mineral 
resources clay, chamokite, quartz, lignite, limestone, 
granite, gemstone, bauxite, cassiterite, columbite, 
tantalite, feldspar, kaolin etc.

The State's Mining Realities
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20 PRINCIPLES OF #DoMningRight
Government
1. The government should ensure decent mining that will be 

beneficial to citizens (including future generations) and not 
destroy the environment.

2. The mining process should ensure local processing and 
value addition.
3. The resources from mining should be used for social and 

economic development
4. The government should support and harness the potential 
of small scale miners and improve the livelihood of mining 

communities.
5. The government should build the capacity of Nigerians to 

engage in innovation, research and development of the 
mining sector.
6. The government should build the capacity of institutions 

responsible for mining activities to perform optimally from 
exploration to fabrication, marketing and mine closure.

7. The government should ensure transparent and 
accountable governance of the sector with principles of open 
government.
8. The government should ensure that the mining companies 

operate in accordance with international standard and best 
practices with the protection of the environment, 

community participation and corporate social responsibility.
9. The government should ensure that communities 
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